
Letter to the Editor
On “Percentage of Black
Population and Primary
Care Shortage Areas
Associated with Higher
COVID-19 Case andDeath
Rates in Georgia Counties”

To the Editor: We congratulate Dr Peter
Baltrus and colleagues for their article
“Percentage of Black Population and Pri-
mary Care Shortage Areas Associated
with Higher COVID-19 Case and Death
Rates in Georgia Counties,” published in
the February 2021 issue of the Southern
Medical Journal.1 The authors used
Georgia county-level data from the Johns
Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center to
evaluate the cumulative event rate of coro-
navirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) infec-
tion. They adjusted for the racial and
socioeconomic variables at the county
level and found that counties with a
higher percentage of Black population
were more likely to have higher rates of
COVID-19 infection. In addition, Baltrus
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and colleagues found that the death rate
from COVID-19 is higher in counties
with a higher Black population.

Although all racial groups have been
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, the
work by Baltrus et al highlights that the
pandemic had a more significant impact
on the racial and ethnic minority groups,
especially the Black population. A simi-
lar trend was noted as a collateral effect of
the pandemic in the neighboring state
of South Carolina, where the percentage
of Black patients seeking medical evalua-
tion for stroke declined significantly from
29% before the pandemic to 13.9% dur-
ing the first few weeks of the pandemic.2

Another study found that the percentage of
Black patients who received endovascular
therapy for stroke had declined from
32.9% before the pandemic to 23.8% dur-
ing the pandemic.3

The article by Baltrus and colleagues,
in addition to the above-mentioned papers,
calls attention to the disproportionate effect
of COVID-19 on minority groups and
highlights the need for future interven-
tions to mitigate the long-term effects of
 Medical Association. Unauthorized reproduction 
racial and ethnic disparity in the access
to healthcare services.
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